GEOGRAPHY

Rivers of India

The Indian people depend heavily on their rivers for their daily needs. The Indian
River system is made up of seven major rivers (the Indus, Brahmaputra,
Narmada, Tapi, Godavari, Krishna, and Mahanadi) with a large number of
tributaries. The Bay of Bengal receives water from the majority of rivers. Some of
the rivers that flow through the western region of the nation and eastward into
the Himachal Pradesh state discharge into the Arabian Sea. Inland drainage may
be found in sections of Ladakh, the northern Aravalli range, and the dry Thar
Desert. One of the three primary watersheds serves as the source for all of India's
major rivers. The origin and kind of basin that the rivers of India form may be

used to categorise them.

The Himalayan Rivers:-

The Ganga-Brahmaputra-Meghna and Indus river systems make up the majority
of the Himalayan river systems. In Tibet, close to Mansarovar, the Indus rises. It
passes through Kashmir before entering Pakistan and ending up in the Arabian
Sea not far from Karachi. India is home to several significant Indus River
tributaries, including the Sutlej, the Beas, the Ravi, the Chenab, and the Jhelum.

Bhagirathi and Alakhnanda -

Two significant rivers that originate in
the Garhwal Himalayas are the
Bhagirathi and the Alakhnanda. The
Ganga, India's most revered river, is
formed when they come together at
Devprayag. After flowing through West
Bengal, Bihar, Uttar Pradesh, and
Uttaranchal, this river reaches
Bangladesh. The Yamuna, the
Ramganga, the Ghaghra, the Gandak, the
Kosi, and the Sone are among the
Ganga's significant tributaries.
Numerous of these tributaries are also
powerful rivers. The Yamuna River is a
significant tributary of the Ganga, while
Chambal and Betwa are other significant
tributaries of the Yamuna.
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The Brahmaputra -

In Tibet, where it is called Tsangpo, the
Brahmaputra rises. After passing
through Assam and into India's
Arunachal Pradesh, it then enters
Bangladesh. The Dibang, Lohit,
Subansiri, Manas, and Teesta are among
its significant tributaries. Goalundo in
Bangladesh is where the Ganga and
Brahmaputra rivers converge. The head
stream of the Meghna, the Barak River,
rises in the Manipuri highlands. The
Ganga, Brahmaputra, and Meghna
systems include the Meghna. In
Bangladesh, the Meghna River and the
combined Ganga-Brahmaputra River
converge, and their enormous amount
of water flows into the Bay of Bengal.
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The Deccan Rivers:-

West flowing rivers and east flowing rivers are two more categories that
may be applied to the rivers of the Deccan. Rivers Narmada and Tapi enter
the Arabian Sea from the west. The Brahmani, Mahanadi, Godavari,

Krishna, Pennar, and Cauvery are the major east-flowing rivers. In the Bay

of Bengal, these rivers empty.
The Mahanadi-

The Mahanadi is a significant river in
the state of Orissa and originates in
Madhya Pradesh. Periodic droughts
occur in the higher drainage basin of
the Mahanadi, which is concentrated
on the Chhattisgarh Plain, in contrast
to the situation in the delta region,
where floods destroy the crops in
Orissa's rice bowl. By building a
reservoir, the Hirakud Dam in the
midst of the Mahanadi has
significantly reduced these negative
impacts.

The Godavari-

The Godavari river originates in the
state of Maharashtra close to Nasik,
northeast of Mumbai (Bombay), and
flows southeast for 1,400 kilometres
(km) until emptying into the Arabian
Sea off the coast of Andhra Pradesh.
Only the Ganga is bigger than the
Godavari basin, and its delta on the
east coast is one of the key rice-
growing regions in the nation.
Although it has a huge catchment
area and is referred to as the Ganga

W

of the South, its discharge is quite
mild. The cause is a medium depth of
yearly precipitation, such as 700 mm
at Nasik and 1,000 mm at
Nizamabad.

The Krishna-

As it travels eastward towards the
Bay of Bengal, the Krishna originates
in the Western Ghats. Due to the
minimal rainfall in its catchment
area—660 mm per year in Pune—its
flow is not particularly significant.
The Krishna River is India's third-
longest river.

The Cauvery-

The Cauvery River runs southeast
from its source in the state of
Karnataka. The Bhima, Tungabhadra,
Ghatprabha, and Malaprabha are its
principal tributaries. Since ancient
times, irrigation has been made
possible by the river's waters; in the
early 1990s, an estimated 95% of the
Cauvery's flow was diverted for
agricultural purposes.
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The Narmada-

The only significant rivers that flow
into the Arabian Sea from the east
are the Narmada and the Tapi. The
Narmada River starts in Madhya
Pradesh and flows fast through a
small valley between the Vindhya

The Indus River System:-

Range and spurs of the Satpura
Range as it passes the state. Into the
Gulf of Khambhat it empties

(or Cambay). In general parallel to
the Narmada, the shorter Tapi river
flows through Gujarat and
Maharashtra before entering the Gulf
of Khambhat. Its length is between
80 and 160 kilometres.

The Indus has its beginnings in the northern Kailash range in Tibet, close to
Lake Manasarovar. Through Tibet, it travels in a northwesterly direction. In
Jammu and Kashmir, it crosses into Indian territory.

Jhelum-

The spring in Verinag, located in the
southernmost region of Kashmir, is
where the Jhelum originates. After

entering the Wular Lake to the north,

it then empties into Baramula. It
enters a steep valley created by the
river in the Pir Panjal mountain
between Baramula and
Muzaffarabad. The Kishanganga, a
tributary on its right bank, joins it in
Muzaffarabad. It flows through the
Punjabi plains along the Indo-
Pakistan border before joining the
Chenab near Trimmu.
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Chenab-

The confluence of two rivers, the
Chandra and the Bhaga, which come
from opposite sides of the Bara
Lacha Pass in Lahul, gives rise to the
Chenab. In Himachal Pradesh, it is
also known as the Chandrabhaga. It
passes across the Pir Panjal Range
close to Kishtwar, running parallel to
it in a northwesterly direction. Near
Akhnur, it reaches the Punjabi plains,
where the Jhelum will eventually join
it. The Ravi and the Sutlej also
connect to it in Pakistan.
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Ravi-

The Ravi has its beginnings close to
the Rotang pass in the Kangra
Himalayas and travels in a
northwestern direction. It takes a
south-westerly bend close to
Dalhousie before cutting a canyon
through the Dhaola Dhar mountain
to join the Punjab plain close to
Madhopur. Before entering Pakistan
and joining the Chenab river, it runs
along the Indo-Pakistan border for a
while. The river is around 720
kilometres long overall.

Beas-

In Beas Kund, which is located close
to the Rohtang pass, the Beas begins.
The lovely valley it passes through is
called the Kulu valley, and it goes
past Manali and Kulu. Before

crossing the Punjab plains at Mirthal,

it first travels north-west from the
town of Mandi and then westerly.
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After a few tributaries have joined it,
it merges into the Sutlej river close to
Harika. The river is 615 kilometres
long overall.

Sutlej-

The Rakas Lake in Tibet, which has a
stream connecting it to the
Manasarovar Lake, is where the
Sutlej starts. It enters Himachal
Pradesh near the Shipki Pass, where
it joins the Spiti river, and runs in a
north-westerly direction. It carves
vast gorges in the Himalayan
mountain ranges before ultimately
entering the Punjab plain through
the Naina Devi Dhar, where the
Bhakra Dam with its sizable water
reservoir named the Gobind Sagar
has been built. Below Rupar, it takes
a westward bend, and the Beas
subsequently joins it. It crosses into
Pakistan close to Sulemanki, and the
Chenab subsequently joins it. It is
nearly 1500 kilometres long in total.
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